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Chapter 1.
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1. Main interpretations 

The following notions are used in this Law: 

police-united, centralized law enforcement authority belonging to the executive power of the Azerbaijan Republic. 
policeman-civil servant of a definite position in the police authorities who fulfils the responsibilities defined by this Law. 
detention- short term limitation of a person's freedom. 
arrest-limitation of a person's freedom as an administrative punishment for committing administrative offence or pre-trial preventive measure in criminal cases. 
physical force-ability of influencing mechanically with the power produced by muscle tension
special means-batons, handcuffs, tear-gases of special assignment, rubber bullets, water-throwing aids, means for compulsory stopping transport, and other special means defined by laws of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 2. Police Legislation 

Constitution of the Azerbaijan Republic, this Law, other normative-legal acts of the Azerbaijan Republic and international treaties joined by the Azerbaijan Republic constitute legislation on police. 

Article 3. Assignment and main responsibilities of the police 

I. Assignment of the police in the Azerbaijan Republic is to protect lives, health, rights and freedoms of people, legal interests and property of the state, natural and legal persons from illegal offences. 

II. Main responsibilities of the police are the following:
1) to protect the public order and ensure public safety;
2) take actions to prevent crimes and other offences;
3) to protect persons, human rights and freedoms and property from illegal offences;
4) to safeguard government offices and other sites as defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
5) to disclose committed crimes;
6) register and record the crimes;
7) reveal and detain criminals;
8) conduct inquiry (fact-finding) and investigation on the issues within the authority;
9) Within the authority defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic to apply administrative sanction or other sanctions, seize the persons detained and arrested for administrative offence;
10) To conduct operative-search (investigation) activities in accordance with the provisions defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
11) To ensure conduction of criminalistic or other examination;
12) To conduct operative-search action in the investigation isolators per the rules defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
13) To enter agreements to protect properties of physical and juridical persons from illegal cases;
14) To conduct permission-registry activities defined by the legislation of the RA;
15) To control follow-up on traffic rules and traffic safety;
16) To take actions to ensure traffic safety;
17) To establish single state registration system of traffic rule and safety indicators; 

III. It is prohibited to involve police to the implementation of responsibilities not defined by this Law. 

Article 4. Principles and directions of police activities 

I. Police acts on the basis of the principles of respect for human rights and freedoms, legality, humanism and self-management. 
II. Main directions of police activities are the following: 

1) protection of social rule and provision of social security
2) prevention and disclosure of crimes and offences;
3) provision of traffic safety. 

Article 5. Police activities in protection of human rights and freedoms 

I. While fulfilling his duties, police, independent on the race, nationality, religion, language, sex, origin, state of property, occupation, belief, membership of any party, trade unions or associations, protects from illegal cases the rights and legal interests of all persons considered in the Constitution of and other international treaties entered by the Azerbaijan Republic. 
II. It is inadmissible for a policeman to behave any person in an insulting manner. It is also prohibited to force a criminal or a person suspected to commit a crime to inform about or to confess the crime; to threaten criminals or other persons, to torture them or to apply physical or mental force in the aim of getting information.
III. Execution of the measures considered in this Law against the rights and freedoms a person is only allowed in a manner defined by the Laws of the Azerbaijan Republic. 
IV. When a person’s rights and freedoms are limited a policeman shall explain justifications and reasons of limitation, as well as rights and obligations of that person in this regard.
V. Police ensures protection of rights of a detained or arrested person.
VI. If the rights, freedoms and legal interests of a person are violated by a policeman police authorities are obliged to take necessary actions to restore the rights, freedoms and legal interests of that person and to compensate the loss caused.
VII. Losses caused as a result of illegal actions of policemen is compensated in accordance with the rules defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 6. Publicity of police activities 
I. In accordance with the rules defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic, police informs government authorities and people of its activities.
II. It is prohibited for police to disclose state, professional and commercial secrets, primary and court investigation materials without permission of the prosecutor, inspector or court, as well as information that regards personal lives of people, legal interests of physical and juridical persons, and that could insult their dignity.
III. If the information spread by police about physical and juridical persons is defined to be false, police shall, within a month, disprove that information in the same manner it was spread. 

Article 7. The compulsion of the execution of legal police requirements 

I. While executing his responsibilities defined by this law a policeman represents the state authority.
II. All juridical and natural/physical persons in the territory of Azerbaijan must implement legal requirements of a policeman.
III. Not to obey the legal requirements of and to resist or to insult a policeman causes accountability defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 8. Non-admission of interference with police activities 
Except for the legally authorized persons, it is inadmissible for any person to limit, influence or interfere with the legal activity of police for any reason, which causes accountability in accordance with the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 9. The structure and subordination of the police. 

Establishment, re-creation and liquidation of police services, management of police activities, appointment to and dismissal from positions at police authorities is conducted in line with the rules defined by the relevant executive body of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 10. Participation of state authorities, local self-governance authorities and individuals in execution of police duties 

I. State and local self-governance authorities must support police in execution of its duties.
II. Any person can help police in execution of its duties. Police can not forcedly involve any person in execution of its duties. 
III. Every person should inform police about the crimes prepared, committed or under process. Not-providing this information causes accountability as defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic.
IV. When the officers of state government authorities that are not police employees are involved in provision of public tranquility and safety in line with the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic, they also undertake duties of a policeman. In this case, they become eligible for the legal, material and social protections defined for police. 

Article 11. International relations of police 

Cooperation of police authorities of the Azerbaijan Republic with police authorities of foreign countries and international police organizations are regulated by international treaties entered by the Azerbaijan Republic, agreements entered between police authorities of foreign countries and relevant executive body of the Azerbaijan Republic (Ministry of Interior of the RA), as well as charters and regulations of the international police organizations to which Azerbaijan is a member. 

Article 12. Monitoring of police activities 

I. Internal (in-department) and external (out-of-department) monitoring is conducted over the execution of the provisions of this Law. 
II. Internal monitoring of police activities is conducted by the relevant executive body (Ministry of Interior of the RA), while external one is done by the relevant executive power (President of the Azerbaijan Republic) within the authorities defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. Execution of laws in the police authorities is monitored by courts or prosecutor offices within the authorities defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

CHAPTER 2.
AUTHORITIES OF A POLICEMAN 

Article 13. General duties of a policeman 

I. General duties of a policeman are the following: 

1) Take urgent actions to prevent prepared crimes or other violations of law;
2) Take actions to seize and bring the criminal or the violator to the police station;
3) Arrange for protection of the locus delicti and take measures to determine witnesses; 
4) Provide first aid to the victims of crime, violation or accident, as well as to helpless persons whose life and health is under danger. 
5) Ensure provision of rights and legal interests of a detained or arrested person; 
6) Participate in the rescue arrangements of people and their property in the cases of natural disasters, catastrophes and other emergencies; 
7) While executing its responsibilities to obey rules of behavior defined by the relevant executive body (Ministry of Interior) of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

II. While executing their duties policemen must cooperate, interact and assist one another without waiting for special order or instruction. 

III. While addressing any person a policeman must introduce himself by telling his name, surname, rank and producing his identification card. 
IV. While executing his responsibilities a policeman reports, directly and indirectly, to his chief. 

V. A policeman must also execute orders and instructions given by the senior chief according to subordination. 

VI. When involved in the execution of any duties a policeman must execute orders and instructions given by any person of senior rank of a police station to which that policeman has no subordination. 

VII. When received evidently illegal order or instructions a policeman must obey the law and inform the police management about it. 

VIII. Not executing evidently illegal order or instruction doesn’t cause any accountability. A policeman executing such order or instruction bears accountability in accordance with the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 14. Duties of a policeman in the field of protection of public order and provision of public safety 
Duties of a policeman in the field of protection of public order and provision of public safety are the following:
1) to ensure safety of any person;
2) to carry out proceedings related to administrative offences, within the authorities defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
3) to execute the decisions of interrogation (i.e. fact-finding) and investigation bodies and courts in the cases provided for by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
4) to keep the person detained in accordance with law until he/she is handed over to the relevant organs;
5) to allow in accordance with established procedure acquisition, storage, carrying and transportation of the items specified in the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic, including fire guns, ammunition, poisonous substances and other harmful materials, to control circulation, to keep records on colored copying-machines; 
6) to ensure state of emergency and martial regime in the whole territory and in the separate places of the Azerbaijan Republic, to participate in the implementation of quarantine measures during epidemics and epizootics;
7) to ensure public tranquility during mass events;
8) to ensure keeping and guarding of waif property and treasures, and also of documents, items and other property found and taken to police till they are handed to the relevant state authorities and officials or to the legal owners;
9) to fulfill the work of registration and stock-taking in cases considered in the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
10) to participate together with other state authorities and public organizations in the prevention of lack of control and breach of legal order among the juveniles;
11) to ensure state protection to the persons participating in criminal proceedings;
12) to protect the property of natural and legal persons from illegal offences;
13) to carry out other duties provided for by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 15. Duties of a policeman in the field of prevention and disclosure of crimes and other offences 
Duties of a policeman in the field of prevention and disclosure of crimes and other offences are the following:
1) to take measures in order to prevent crimes and other offences, to reveal committed crime and define a perpetrator of the crime, to find out and liquidate the reasons, provoking the crime; 
2) to provide reception and registration of information and applications about crimes and other offences and to take measures as defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
3) to open criminal cases and conduct interrogation (in other words inquiry or fact-finding) and investigation in accordance with the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
4) to carry out operation search activities in accordance with the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
5) to execute the resolutions and written assignments of the court (judge) or public prosecutor, as well as the investigator and inquirer in the cases stipulated in paragraphs 1-4 of this Article; 

Article 16. Duties of a policeman in the field of provision of traffic security 

Duties of a policeman in the field of provision of traffic security are the following: 

1. to put in order transport and pedestrian traffic, to control the observance of traffic regulations by drivers and pedestrian, to ensure traffic safety;
2. to take relevant measures within the authorities of a policeman to control implementation of regulations, norms and standards in effect regarding requirements of traffic safety while road repairing, construction, projection, exploitation and maintenance;
3. to control technical state of the transport vehicles;
4. to ensure state control on the observation of requirements of regulations, norms and standards in effect in the field of protection of environment from the harmful discharges of motor transport vehicles and maintenance of traffic safety by all natural persons, institutions, offices, organizations, entities irrespective of organizational and legal form;
5. to hold investigation of traffic accidents and violation of traffic regulations, to apply administrative reproof sanctions within the framework of the police authorities;
6. to conduct examinations on traffic regulations and driving skills and to issue driving license giving the right to drive transport vehicles; 
7. to register transport vehicles and trailers, to give them state number signs. 

Article 17. General rights of a policeman 
To carry his duties a policeman has the following rights:
1. to require any person to stop crimes and other violations, actions causing or facilitating a threat to an individual and public tranquility;
2. to verify documents in order to identify the person suspected in the commitment of a crime or administrative offence;
3. to detain a person who has committed or is suspected to commit a crime or administrative offence in cases defined by this law;
4. to give compulsory instructions to the state authorities and non-governmental organizations, institutions, offices, organizations, political parties, public associations, trade unions and officials in order to liquidate conditions facilitating committing a crime and other offence as defined by the law;
5. to enter residential premises or other buildings, plots of land, territory and premises of institutions, offices, organizations in cases defined by this law;
6. with the exception of specially assigned transport means and those belonging to the international organizations and diplomatic, consulate and other representations of foreign states, to use transport means belonging to natural and legal persons in the case of emergency to go to the place of incident, to deliver a person who needs first aid to the hospital and to pursue persons who committed a crime (in such cases upon the request of the owner damage must be compensated by police);
7. to use helmet, shield, body armor and other individual security facilities;
8. to use mechanical force as well as to keep, carry and apply special means and fire guns in accordance with this law. 

Article 18. Rights of a policeman in the field of provision of public order and public safety 

A policeman has the following rights in the field of provision of public order and safety: 

1. to take measures provided for in the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic with regard to the cases of administrative offences;
2. to limit the admission and stay in the territories and premises, to stop works, to limit or ban traffic in the cases of danger for public order and people’s safety;
3. to issue a protocol about a person who committed an administrative offence, to conduct personal inspection, to examine his belongings (items) and to detain him in police office for a period and in a manner defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
4. to detain military servicemen suspected in the commitment of a crime or administrative offence and pass them to the military patrols, military commandant, commanders of military units or military commissars;
5. to deliver to special medical institutions drunk persons, the ones unable to move without assistance and persons able to cause damage to themselves and surrounding people;
6. to take photos and fingerprints of persons arrested by administrative procedure, persons under administrative control as well as those enrolled in prophylactics registry in police, in cases defined by the law;
7. to deliver a person engaged in idleness or begging to the reception-distribution points in the cases defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
8. to detain and deliver to special medical institutions persons with mental disorder who are avoiding compulsory measures of medical character appointed by court decision for socially dangerous actions as well as chronic alcoholics, drug addicts;
9. to detain and deliver to special educational institutions the teen-agers avoiding compulsory measures of educational character appointed in cases defined by the law;
10. to inspect (examine) places where fire guns, ammunition, harmful substances and other harmful materials are kept and used by natural and legal persons, as well as surrounding objects (with the exception of military facilities) to give written imperative instructions about the liquidation of shortcomings in case of violation of established rules regarding the usage of such objects, substances and materials and to take other measures provided for by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
11. to seize documents with the signs of forging as well as objects, substances, materials and devices taken from civil circulation and kept without special authorization, to ensure maintenance of waif property (in abeyance) and to take measures defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic to handle the issue in this regard. 

Article 19. Rights of a policeman in the field of prevention and disclosure of crimes and other offences 

A policeman has the following rights in the field of prevention and disclosure of crimes and other offences: 

1. to verify information and applications about crimes being prepared for and crimes committed;
2. to accept necessary explanations, information, references, documents except those containing state secret, from natural and legal persons which relate to disclosure of crime, investigation and interrogation, to take fingerprints of persons suspected to commit a crime, to carry out procedural actions as defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic;
3. to implement rights defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic related to operation-search activities;
4. to use the state media free of charge in order to identify circumstances of the crime, a perpetrator, victims and witnesses of the crime, to search hiding criminals and missing persons. 

Article 20. Rights of a policeman on provision of traffic safety 

Rights of policeman on provision of traffic safety are the following: 

1) stop the traffic vehicle, and check driving license of the driver and documents for cargo in cases and manner defined by the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan;
2) use technical means or provide medical examination of the driver to define whether he/she is drunk not;
3) withdraw the driver and traffic vehicle from traffic in the cases and the manner defined by the law;
4) demand explanation from the violators of traffic rules, participants of traffic accident and witnesses, and call these people to police station if needed;
5) apply administrative punishments for violation of traffic rules, and send the materials regarding deprivation from driving license to the court;
6) limit or prohibit construction-rehabilitation and other activities on the roads when the traffic rules are not followed;
7) limit or prohibit traffic movement during natural disasters, as well as in regard to prevention of danger of accident;
8) prohibit exploitation of vehicles that don't meet established technical requirements;
9) persecute the traffic vehicle in case of possession of accurate information that the driver or passengers have committed or are suspected to have committed a crime, as well as when driving of the mentioned car causes a real danger of crime; 

CHAPTER 3 

AUTHORITIES OF A POLICEMAN FOR LIMITATION OF A PERSON'S RIGHTS FOR FREEDOM AND SANCTITY OF HOME, 
AND FOR APPLYING OF PHYSICAL FORCE, SPECIAL MEANS OR FIRE GUN 

Article 21. Limitation of the right of freedom by a policeman 

I. Only in the following cases a policeman may limit a person's right for freedom by detention or arrest under the decision of judge: 

1) when suspected in committing a crime or administrative offense, or arrested for committing a crime or administrative offense;
2) when conducting an educative control on an teenager (juvenile) or when bringing him (her) to relevant body;
3) when preventing infectious diseases, as well as (neutralizing) rendering harmless the persons with mental disorder, alcoholics, drug addicts and loafers;
4) when preventing illegal entrance of a person to the country, deporting or extraditing;
5) when ensuring the accused person, defendant, witness’s presence in the court sitting, conducting a test for defining the paternity, conducting psychological examination, or ensuring implementation of any other obligations (except obligations coming out of agreements); 

I. A policeman may detain or arrest a person only if limitation of that particular person's freedom is provided for by the decision of the court (judge). 

II. Only in the following cases a policeman may, without the decision of the court (judge), urgently detain a person for the period not exceeding 48 hours: 

1) when the person is caught while or right after committing a crime or administrative offence;
2) when the persons directly witnessing the incident, as well as the victims indicate that the particular person have committed the crime or the administrative offence;
3) when the traces (signs) of the crime or the administrative offence are found on the suspected person, his (her) clothes, other personal items or apartment; 

III. The person detained or arrested for a crime or administrative offence has the right to demand his case to be urgently reviewed at the court. 

IV. The policeman having illegally detained or arrested a person is accountable as defined by the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

Article 22. Time period for limiting the rights for freedom by police 

I. In the cases stipulated in the paragraph I of Article 21 of this Law, duration of limitation of any person's right for freedom is defined only by laws. 

II. In the cases considered in the paragraph III of Article 21 of this Law, duration of limiting any person's right for freedom with regard to administrative offences is defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic on Administrative Offences, and in regard to crimes by the criminal procedural legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 23. Responsibilities of a policeman on limitation of right for freedom 

A policeman executing his responsibilities related to limitation of rights for freedom must: 

1) use safe means and methods while detaining or arresting a person, except cases of necessary defense and absolute necessity;
2) show identification card and introduce himself to the detained or arrested person;
3) at the time of detention or arrest explain the person detained or arrested grounds for detention or arrest and his/her rights, except cases when the person is resisting the policeman or is insane;
4) urgently bring the detained or arrested person to the police station, to issue a protocol on the fact of detention or arrest as defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic, acquaint the detained or arrested person with the protocol, and register every fact of detention or arrest in the relevant police station;
5) urgently inform close relatives of the detained or arrested person, upon the persons demand, his (her) working place or educational institution about the fact, except for persons who have committed especially dangerous crime against state;
6) upon the demand of the detained or arrested person, ensure his (her) right to use the assistance of the defender. 
7) respect dignity and personality of the detained or arrested persons, and pay special attention to women, adolescents, the elderly, sick persons and the disabled;
8) follow the duration of detention or arrest as set in the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic, and in order to ensure legality of the detention or arrest bring the detained or arrested person before the judge before the time limit expires;
9) within 24 hours following detention or arrest inform in written form the judge regarding the person detained or arrested for more than 3 hours;
10) set the detained or arrested person free by the decision of the court, as well as right after the expiration of the time period for detention or arrest. 

Article 24. Limitation of the right for sanctity of home by police 

I. Only in the below-mentioned cases a policeman may limit a person's right for sanctity of home and enter the apartment against the will of its residents: 

1) under the decision of the judge;
2) while taking urgent measures to protect rights and freedoms of other persons, to maintain public order and public safety, or to prevent and eliminate consequences of serious crimes, accidents, natural disasters, catastrophes, epidemics and epizootics; 

II. In case of having accurate information or grounded suspicions of one of the following basis a policeman may enter the apartment against the will of the residents without the decision of the court: 

1) committing of a serious crime against human being or especially dangerous crime against state in the apartment;
2) hiding a person having committed a crime and run away from arrest or prisons in that apartment;
3) persecution of a perpetrator of the crime indirectly by “hot traces”; 
4) existence of human corpus in the apartment;
5) existence of a real danger for human life and health in the apartment, as well as acts of licentiousness (obscene) taking place in the apartment that could cause responsibility under the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic; 

III. It is prohibited to limit the right for sanctity of home with considerations of expediency, temporary necessity or other reasons without having the decision of the court (judge), or one of the circumstances or grounds described in the paragraphs I and II of this Article. 

IV. Within 24 hours written information should be submitted to the judge about the fact of entering the apartment against the will of its residents on the grounds of paragraph II of this Article. 

V. Provisions of this Article also apply to the cases of entering the non-residential premises, buildings, lands of the natural and legal persons and other sites defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

VI. A policeman having illegally limited a person's right for sanctity of home bears responsibility as defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 25. Responsibilities of a policeman for limitation of the right for sanctity of home 
A policeman executing his responsibilities for limitation of right for sanctity of home: 

1) must not enter the apartment against the will of its residents without having the circumstances or grounds described in paragraphs I and II of Article 24;
2) before entering the apartment he must explain the grounds of entering the apartment to the permanent or other temporary residents;
3) must explain the residents of the apartment their rights in regard to entering the apartment, in case the person doesn't allow the police’s entering, explain that the person is infringing the law;
4) must use safe means and methods, respect honor and dignity of persons, life and health, property of persons in the apartment, and must not cause any damage if not needed while entering the apartment against the will of its residents, except for cases of necessary defense or absolute necessity;
5) must urgently record the fact of entering the apartment against the will of its residents in accordance with the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic and register it in the relevant police station;
6) must submit written information to the judge within 24 hours about every fact of entering the apartment against the will of its residents;
7) must not reveal the circumstances of intimate life of the residents that he became aware of when entering the apartment. 

Article 26. Use of physical strength, special means or fire guns by police 

I. Only in the below-mentioned cases a policeman may apply physical strength against the person who does not execute his lawful requirements: 

1) while preventing the imminent crime (crime being prepared) or a crime under process;
2) while detaining a person who has committed administrative offence or a crime;
3) while physical strength is used while committing of an administrative offence. 

II. Only in the following cases a policeman may apply special means against the person who does not execute his legal requirements: 

1) if an attack or other act of violence causing real threat to human life and health takes place;
2) if revolt or mass disturbances take place;
3) while setting free the person taken hostage, occupied buildings, premises, facilities, lands and transport vehicles;
4) while defeating group attacks to living premises, offices of enterprises, offices, departments and organizations;
5) when a perpetrator of the crime against human life and health, and property is caught or is attempting to run away;
6) when the detained person uses fire gun to resist or there is sufficient ground to presume that he (she) can use fire gun;
7) when preventing the person detained for being suspected to commit a crime or arrested, the person imprisoned for a certain period or sentenced to life prison from running away from the prison, as well as when facing physical strength used by other persons to illegally free that person;
8) if there's a presumption that the perpetrator of an offence can resist or run away while detaining or taking to the police station;
9) while accompanying the arrested;
10) when there's a presumption that a person can harm himself (herself) or the surroundings with his (her) socially dangerous acts;
11) in case of forcing a perpetrator of an offence of public danger to leave the building or the transport vehicle while detention;
12) when a driver causes real danger to human life and health with his actions, doesn't follow the clear requirement of police to stop the vehicle, and when there's no other way (means for forced stopping) to stop him; 

III. Except for the cases considered in the paragraphs 2 and 12 of this Article, a policeman may also use service dogs in the cases stipulated in the II part of this Article. 

IV. A policeman may use fire guns in the following cases as defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic: 

1) when an offence of public danger is committed by using a fire gun in cases stipulated in paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 4 of the II part of this Article;
2) in the cases considered in the paragraph 7 of the II part of this article; 

3) in the cases of attempt to human life or when means of compulsory (forced) stopping do not work;
4) if a person shows armed resistance when being caught;
5) while preventing a crime creating real threat to human life;
6) while preventing another person from taking possession of the gun;
7) in case of killing an animal which is attacking a human being or creating a real danger. 

V. Apart from the cases considered in the IV part of this Article, a fire gun could also be used upon the signals of danger or warning as well as while calling for the first aid; 

VI. In line with the requirements of this Law, use of physical force, special means or fire gun in completely necessary cases must be proportionate to the caused danger. Deprivation of someone from life by using physical force, special means and fire gun in completely necessary cases can not be assessed as violation of the right of living. 

VII. In any case of use of physical force, special means and fire gun by a policeman examination shall be carried out at the relevant police station and relevant judgment (opinion) shall be provided on the issue of legality of physical force, special means and fire gun. 

VIII. It is prohibited to give to the disposal of police the special means that are the sources of high danger and do not prove to be reasonable, and that can make destructing impact by causing damages of various degree to anatomic integrity of a human being. 

IX. A policeman illegally using physical force, special means and fire gun is hold accountable as defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 27. Responsibilities of a policeman for use of physical force, special means and fire gun 

I. A policeman using physical force, special means and fire gun: 

1) must use physical force, special means and fire gun only in cases of necessary defense or absolute necessity when all other means of influence achieved no needed result, in accordance with the degree of seriousness of an offence or the personality of the perpetrator of the offence
2) must not use physical force, special means and fire gun against women, children, adults having children beside, persons with obvious signs of disability and other physical or mental disadvantages, crowded places where innocent persons can be injured, except for the cases of attack with fire gun and armed resistance;
3) may use a fire gun only while preventing a real danger;
4) must give oral warning or make a warning shot before using fire gun (a policeman may use fire gun without warning if a sudden and unexpected attack takes place, as well as when a fire gun, a mechanical transport vehicle, dangerous predatory, wild or other animals are used for attack);
5) must ensure provision of medical aid to victims injured as a result of the use of physical force, special means and fire gun;
6) must try to keep the place where the fire gun was used unchanged; 

7) must submit a written report about use of physical force, special means and fire gun to the police station where he serves or to the police station of the area where the fire gun was used;
8) must submit a written report to the relevant prosecutor about use of physical force, special means and fire gun within 24 hours; 

CHAPTER 4 

BASES OF THE POLICE SERVICE 

Article 28. Admission of a policeman to service 

I. Citizens of the Azerbaijan Republic who are able to execute responsibilities of a policeman due to their personal and professional qualifications, physical preparedness, state of health and educational background, having completed military service or graduated from police educational institutions and being above the age of 20 on voluntary basis are admitted to the police service. 

II. Physical preparedness and health condition of the person to be admitted to the police service shall be examined as defined by the relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic (Cabinet of Ministers of AR). 

III. Persons to be admitted to the police service shall attend training courses as defined by the relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic (Ministry of Interior of AR). 

IV. Persons with double citizenship, with commitments in front of other states, religious figures, persons whose incapability or limited capability is defined by the court, who were previously convicted for having committed a crime, as well as criminal proceedings against whom was dropped without justifying grounds, who were dismissed from police service or other law-enforcement authorities for previous serious shortcomings at work, involvement in the actions incompatible with police service, for being not appropriate to serve at police services and for indecent deeds that defame the name of a policeman, may not be admitted to police service. 

V. Other employees of the interior authorities and students of police educational institutions are considered policemen when being involved in maintenance of the public order and public safety. 

VI. Persons admitted to police service or students of police institutes are excluded from the of military service registry and enrolled in the special registration at the relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic (Ministry of Interior of AR). 

VII. Every policeman is given a service card (ID card) sample of which is approved by the relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic (Ministry of Interior of AR). 

VIII. Rules of admission to and serving at the police are regulated by the Regulations approved by the relevant Law of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 29. Oath of a policeman 

I. Before starting execution of his/her responsibilities a policeman takes an oath at the ceremonial meeting of the personnel, in front of the State flag of the Azerbaijan Republic in the following content: 

"I swear to follow, from the moment of starting my police service, Constitution and other Laws of the Azerbaijan Republic, respect human rights and freedoms, strictly adhere to the rule of law, execute my responsibilities with honor and honesty, to be disciplined, protect public order and public safety bravely and sacrifice my life if needed". 

II. Responsibilities of a policeman start upon making the oath. 

III. A policeman signs the text of the oath that is afterwards enclosed in his personal file. 

Article 30. Special ranks of the police employees 

I. Policemen are given special ranks established by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

II. Issues related to determination of special ranks to policemen, bases and rules of assignment are solved in line with the paragraph 32 of Article 109 of the Constitution of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 31. Promotion of a policeman 

I. A policeman may be promoted for his achievements and execution of responsibilities on a high level during the service. 
II. Following types of promotion are applied for policemen: 

1) thanks letter;
2) money award;
3) reward with valuable present;
4) reward with diploma (honors) 
5) reward with badge of honors;
6) reward with personal gun;
7) assignment to next special rank beforehand;
8) assignment of the special rank one step higher than stipulated in the staff scale. 

III. As a measure of promotion a previously given disciplinary reproof may be withdrawn before its expiration.
IV. At the educational police institutions, in addition to the promotion measures mentioned in this Article other measures such as increasing the stipend and entitling the students to extra leave out of the area of educational institution may be applied.
V. Policeman can be nominated for State awards of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 32. Activities incompatible with police service 

I. A policeman may not occupy any other elective and appointed post, be involved in any entrepreneurial activity, commercial and other paid activities except for scientific, pedagogical and creative work, receive other remuneration but the salary and payment for scientific, pedagogical and creative work. 

II. A policeman may not involve in political activities and become a member of any political party. 

Article 33. Accountability of a policeman 

I. A policeman can be hold accountable on the following grounds:
1) committing illegal action during the service;
2) violating service and execution disciplines;
3) conducting an action that can damage the name of a policeman. 

II. The following disciplinary reproof can be applied to a policeman:
1) reproach;
2) reprimand;
3) severe reprimand;
4) warning of noncompliance with the position;
5) demotion;
6) one degree demotion of the special rank. 

III. Besides the types of disciplinary reproof described in the II part of this Article other types such as assignment of extraordinary service detachment (duty) and dismissal from police educational institutions can be applied. 

IV. Procedure of subjecting policeman to disciplinary responsibility is defined by the Regulations approved by the relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

V. For unlawful actions a policeman bears responsibility as defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 34. Removal of a policeman from the service 
I. A policeman may be removed from the service in the following cases: 

1) upon the written notice of resignation by own will;
2) refusal of taking an oath;
3) when there's a legally effective verdict about the policeman for having committed a crime or a decision about execution of compulsory medical measures;
4) being engaged in the activities incompatible with the police service;
5) upon reaching utmost age limit for holding position at the police service;
6) due to health problems, including upon the reference of medical commission about impossibility of execution of the responsibilities due to long-lasting (more than four moths) illness; 

7) upon the reference of the attestation commission about ineligibility for police service;
8) acquiring another country's citizenship, leaving the citizenship of the Azerbaijan Republic or taking a commitment in front of another country;
9) conducting an action defaming the name of a policeman;
10) repeatedly breaking service and execution disciplines within a year after having previously been hold accountable for these;
11) upon staff cuts;
12) if incapability or limited capability (capacity) is defined by the court;
13) if declared dead or considered missing by the court; 

II. If a policeman does not agree with removal he can appeal higher authority per subordination or the court. 

III. Procedure for removal of a policeman from service is regulated by the Regulations approved by the relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

CHAPTER 5
MATERIAL AND SOCIAL PROTECTION OF A POLICEMAN 

Article 35. A policeman's salary 

I. Remuneration of a policeman consists of main salary determined in consideration with his position, special rank, years of service, as well as overtime payment for working on holidays, week-ends, nights and after working hours as defined by the legislation. A policeman is paid additional payments for service conditions, lump-sum allowances and other payments. 

II. Amount and method of determining a policeman's salary, additional payments, compensations, allowances and other payments are defined by the relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic (Ministry of Interior of AR). 

Article 36. A policeman's pension and social protection 

Amount and method of determining a policeman's pension and social benefit are prescribed by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 37. Insurance of a policeman and compensation of the damages by the state 
I. Life and health of a policeman is insured on account of the state budget. 

II. A policeman or his family gets compensation for death, injury or health damage got during execution of the responsibilities, in the manner and amount defined by the relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic (Cabinet of Ministers of AR). 

III. Damage caused to the property of a policeman during execution of his responsibilities is compensated from the state budget. 

Article 38. Other allowances paid to a policeman 

I. Relevant executive authorities of the Azerbaijan Republic (Ministry of Interior of AR and local executive authorities) shall take necessary actions to meet housing requirements of a policeman who is in need of home improvement or is sent to a new duty station. 

II. A policeman having no accommodation due to reassignment to another duty station and consequently obliged to rent an apartment can be reimbursed in the amount defined by the relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic (Cabinet of Ministers of AR). 

III. With regard to reassignment to a new duty station within police service, payment for moving and lump-sum compensations are paid in the manner and amount defined by the relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic (Cabinet of Ministers of AR). 

IV. During execution of their responsibilities policemen have the right to use all types of transportation (except for taxi and interurban transport vehicles) free of charge within the area of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

V. A policeman sent to business trip has the right to buy tickets for all types of transportation and hire a hotel room out of turn. 

VI. A policeman using his own car for execution of his responsibilities gets compensation from the state budget as per defined rules. 

VII. Policemen and their family members are provided with state medical insurance. 

VIII. Safety of a policeman's and his family members’ life and property with regard to execution of his/her responsibilities is provided as defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

IX. A policeman takes leaves as defined by the legislation of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

X. When policemen get a position related to organizational and legislative provision of law-enforcement bodies, supreme executive and legislative authorities they posses all the allowances of police, except for material protections. 

CHAPTER 6 

FUNDING AND MATERIAL-TECHNICAL PROTECTION 
OF POLICE ACTIVITIES 

Article 39. Funding of police activities 

I. Police activities are funded from the state budget of the Azerbaijan Republic, on the basis of agreements entered as define by the laws, as well as government and non-government funds. 

II. Relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic (Cabinet of Ministers of AR) defines the number of policemen and amount of their expenses funded from the state budget of the Azerbaijan Republic. 

Article 40. Material-technical protection of police activities 

I. Relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic (Cabinet of Ministers of AR) defines the rules and standards for material-technical protection of police activities. 

II. On the basis of the defined norms police authorities of the Azerbaijan Republic are provided with special uniform, fire arms, ammunition, special means, techniques, especially equipped facilities and transport vehicles. 

III. A sample of special uniform is approved by the relevant executive authority of the Azerbaijan Republic (President of the Azerbaijan Republic). 

IV. Service premises are given to police authorities free of charge by the relevant executive authority (Cabinet of Ministers of AR or local executive authorities), and in railway, airway and water transportation sectors by relevant transportation offices. 

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

I. This Law is effective since the day of promulgation. 

II. Judges’ authorities with regard to limitation the right to sanctity of home and freedoms provided for in paragraph 6 of Article 25, parts I-III of Article 21, Article 22, paragraphs 8-10 of Article 23, paragraph 1 of the part III as well as II-IV parts of Article 24, will be effective after adoption of new criminal procedural legislation, as well as assignment of new judges in accordance with Law of the Azerbaijan Republic "On Courts and Judges". 

III. Until the authorities of judges with regard to limitation of freedom and the right to sanctity of home are effective, those authorities will be executed in the manner defined by the current criminal procedural legislation. 

IV. Paragraphs 5 and 7 of the Article 18 will be applied once special medical institutions and reception-distribution points are established in the administrative territorial units where there has not been any such. In the administrative territorial units where those institutions or points do not exist other rules provided for by the effective legislation will be applied. 

Heydar Aliyev
President of the Azerbaijan Republic
Baki, 28 October 1999 

No727-IQ
This Law was published in "Azerbaijan" newspaper (16 November 1999, Issue 262) 

With changes and amendments made by the laws dated 12 October 2001 No 207-II QD; 15 November 2001 No 214-IIQD; 15 March 2002 272-IIQD; 24 May 2002 No 333-IIQD. 

Nota Bene: Time period for detention not exceeding 48 hours period stipulated in Article 21 of the Law of the Azerbaijan Republic “On Police” entirely applies to the person accused of committing crime under Article 148 of the Criminal Procedural Code of the Azerbaijan Republic. With regard to persons having committed administrative offence time limits set forth by Article 399 of the Code on Administrative Wrongdoings of the Azerbaijan Republic, which falls within this period shall be applicable (according to the decision by the Constitutional Court of the Azerbaijan Republic dated 27 April 2001). 
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