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PROCLAMATION No. 3/1991
PROCLAMATION TO ESTABLISH THE PROCEDURE FOR PEACEFUL
DEMONSTRATION AND PUBLIC POLITICAL
MEETING

WHEREAS it has been proclaimed in Part One, Article One of the Transitional
Period Charter of Ethiopia issued on July 22, 1991 that democratic rights shall be
respected fully and without any limitation;

WHEREAS in order to safeguard the rights of participants of peaceful
demonstrations and public political meetings, by controlling brawls that could arise
between participants of peaceful demonstration or public political meetings and
others and by eliminating conditions that disturb the public peace and

security;

WHEREAS in order to control the harm and damage that can result to individuals
and property in the process of the exercise of democratic rights through peaceful

demonstrations or public political meetings;

WHEREAS in order to enable the people to exercise their democratic rights it is
essential that these rights be effectively employed, due regard being given to the
society's stage of development and the people's living conditions;

NOW THEREFORE, so that the people start enjoying their democratic rights forthwith, until
detailed laws are worked out and promulgated in the near future to provide for the exercise of these
and other human rights, in accordance with Article 9/d/ of the Charter, the Council of
Representatives proclaims as follows:

1. Short Title

This Proclamation may be cited as the "Peaceful Demonstration and Public Political Meeting Procedure
Proclamation No. 3/1991."

2. Definition

In this Proclamation, unless the context otherwise require:

1) "Peaceful Demonstration” means any public and orderly procession in which a group of
people express their ideas through speeches, songs, mottos, placards etc ... in a public square, street,

or any other suitable place, without carrying arms and without disturbing the public peace;
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2) "Public Political Meeting" means any meeting in which a group of people publicly discuss
political and politics-oriented issues, using loud speakers if necessary, inside a building, a compound,
a public square or any other suitable place without carrying arms and without disturbing the public

peace.
3. Carrying Out Of Peaceful Demonstrations and Public Political Meetings.
1) Any individual has the right to organize and participate in peaceful demonstration and

public political meeting as guaranteed in Article One of the Transitional Period Charter of Ethiopia.

2) The employment of the right provided for in Art. 3-sub article 1 of this Proclamation by
any individual shall be without interference with the legal rights of third parties.

4. Obligation to Give Notice

1) Any individual, groups or organization that organizes a peaceful demonstration or public
political meeting has the obligation to give a written notice 48 hours before the intended peaceful
demonstration or public political meeting is to take place.

2) The written notice shall be submitted to the municipality office if the peaceful
demonstration or public political meeting is to take place in town, and to the Wereda
administrative office if it is to take place out of town.

5. Written Particulars

1) The written statement to be submitted to the municipality or Awraja administrative office
pursuant to Article 4 of this Proclamation, by an individual, group or organization organizing a

peaceful demonstration or public political meeting shall contain the following particulars:

a) the objective of the peaceful demonstration or public political meeting;

b) the place where the peaceful demonstration or public political meeting is to take place, and
the streets and public squares the peaceful demonstration will pass through if it is a moving procession;
c) the date and hour of the peaceful demonstration or public political meeting;

d) estimation of the time the peaceful demonstration or public political meeting will require
and estimation of the number and kind of participants;

e) the type of assistance required from the government lo keep the public peace when the peaceful
demonstration or public political meeting is taking place; and

f) the full name, address and signature of the individual or group organizing tin: peaceful dem-
onstration or public political meeting, the names, addresses and signatures of three members of the

leadership, where it is organized by an organization.
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6. The Responsibility of the Municipal or Wereda Administrative Office.
Upon receiving a written notice of it peaceful demonstration or public political meeting the municipal
or Wereda administrative office has the responsibility to make all the necessary preparations in
order to maintain peace and security and so that the daily life of the people is not disrupted.

Where the municipal or Wereda administrative office is of the opinion that, for reasons referred lo
in Article 6 sub-article 1 of this Proclamation, it is preferable for the peaceful demonstration or
public political meeting to be held at some other time or place, it shall so notify the organizers by

giving reasons, in writing, within 12 hours of the time of submission of their notice.

7. Prohibited Areas
1) No peaceful demonstration or public political meeting can take place within 100 meters of

the following areas:-

a) offices and residences of embassies and international organizations;

b) churches, mosques and similar prayer houses as well as hospitals and graveyards;

C) electric power sources, dams and other dangerous places; or

d) market places unsuitable for peaceful demonstration and public political meeting during

market days.
2) No peaceful demonstration or public political meeting can take place within 500 meters of

centers of military forces, and detention and public peace and security offices.

8. Prohibited Conditions

No peaceful demonstration or public political meeting is allowed to pursue the following objectives;-

a) discrimination based on race, colour, religion, sex or similar characteristics;
b) racist promotion and provocation, of ethnic mistrust and hatred among nations, nationalities
and peoples.

2) WPE and Security the organizations being anti-democratic and criminal have
been disbanded.

9. Legal Accountability

Any individual, group or representative of an organization who violates the provisions
of this Proclamation or attempt to or violates the prohibition under Article 8 sub-
articles 1 and 2 of this Proclamation, and all accomplices to the attempt or violation

shall be made accountable under the criminal Code for the damage that resulted or
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could have resulted.

10. Responsibility of Security Officers

In order to safeguard individual rights, and protect the individual from harm and
property damage as well as to safeguard the public, security officers, by their
presence in any peaceful demonstration or public political meeting, have the
responsibility to safeguard the people's rights and peace and security.

11. Repealed Laws

Any law, regulation, directive or decision that violates this Proclamation is null
and void.

12. Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force on the date of its publication in the Negarit

Gazeta.

Done at Addis Ababa this 12" day of August.1991.
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